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One of the worst storms to hit Munsieville
for many years struck in the early hours of
Saturday (22 Oct) with devastating
consequences. Many families have been
left homeless as their shack dwellings
collapsed as hail and typhoon-force gusts
tore through South Africa’s oldest,
undeveloped township.

Project HOPE UK’s new Fhulofhelo Centre,
which provides a range of vital health and
education services to local children, was
also destroyed. The centre, the only facility
within Munsieville’s sprawling squatter
camp dedicated to vulnerable children,
was only opened in April this year.

The “El Nino/El Nina” storm also caused
widespread damage to crops in a
community-led growing project sponsored
by the charity. An assessment is being
made by Project HOPE UK staff and

volunteers, to measure the storm’s impact
on the 4,000 children living in the camp.

Anette von Block, the charity’s Chief
Operating Officer, speaking from the site,
said, “Our first and overriding concern is
for the children, not just for today, but for
the uncertain weeks ahead. We will do
everything we can to ensure that the shock
of this event does not lead to even greater
disadvantage to those who already had so
little”.

Children’s services that have operated
from the Fhulofhelo Centre have
continued uninterrupted this week,
transferring to temporary accommodation
close by.

As the storm struck, community members
rushed to the site to help rescue materials
and pledge their support to rebuild it.

TROPICAL  STORM  DESTROYS  HOMES
AND MUCH-LOVED CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Roof sections from the
Fhulofhelo Centre ripped
apart by wind and hail
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Within two hours of the destruction of
the Fhulofhelo Centre, Paul Brooks,
Executive Director of Project HOPE UK
committed to rebuild it immediately.

“This is not just a building” he said, “it
is the beating heart of the community,
saving lives, bringing real hope, and
helping to focus the attention of the
whole community on the needs of their
most vulnerable members.

“We will rebuild this facility with our
bare hands if necessary, shoulder-to-
shoulder with this beautiful
community, and I know that our
friends across the continents will stand
with us”.

If you would like to join our staff and
volunteers in donating to our
Emergency Fund, please go to:
www.projecthopeuk.org/donate


