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FEELING
THE PULSE

STOVES TO SAVE
LIVES SHACK FIRES AND CHILD

INJURIES ELIMINATED
.

And that means that fire often breaks out
in homes in the informal settlements,
caused by unsafe paraffin stoves or
candles.  The stoves frequently explode or
topple over, quickly spreading the fire to
neighbouring houses in the crowded
townships.  Smoke from paraffin also
causes breathing problems for people with
asthma and eye irritation.

Although it is now in the high risk period,
we are pleased to report that so far there

have been no shack fires in Munsieville.
Through The Thoughtful Path’s “home
safety education project” started in 2012,
we have trained 2009 households on how
to prevent fires and keep everyone safe.

This programme has helped people learn
how to store paraffin, how to make their
own safe candleholders, and children are
taught that they should not play with
matches.

A safe, clean affordable stove has also been
sold to Munsieville households by women
from our Villlage Savings and Loan scheme.
To date, 725 stoves are in use in the
community and our plan is to see every
household owning a safe stove. The project
started with just three women, 10 stoves

and two boxes of fuel but
today the safe stoves

are sold
t h r o u g h o u t
Munsieville and
to other
c o m m u n i t i e s

too.
These affordable stoves
use a safer, cleaner gel

fuel, are insulated to keep
them cool, and are less likely
to fall over and cause injury.

Project HOPE UK is pleased to welcome
two volunteers from GlaxoSmithKline’s
PULSE programme, who will be based
with The Thoughtful Path in South Africa
for the next 6 months. Avadhesh Sharma
is seconded from his role as a Sales
Representative in India to a position of
Community Engagement Volunteer for
Child Health, while Hitesh Dave is leaving
his usual role as a Senior Safety Scientist
in R&D in the UK, to work as a Technical
Implementation Officer for Child Health.
The child health programme will operate
from the Early Years Development
Centre in Munsieville and will help to
reduce key drivers of poor health in
children and guarantee consistent
improvements to child health in the
township by providing primary and
preventive health services to children in
the community.

Hitesh Dave:
Technical

Implementation
Officer in

Munsieville



LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/thethoughtfulpath
Don’t wait for the next edition of HOPE in ACTION.
Get the news as it happens

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED

TSHENOLO’S
STORY
The impact of Munsieville’s Botshabelo Child
Crisis Line for children has been immense ever
since it was launched. It is not only used by
children but also adults who take the
opportunity to report cases of child abuse
confidentially, over the phone, in person to the
Child Rights and Protection Hub or even on the
streets of Munsieville where our staff and
volunteers of the Thoughtful Path (TPM) are
well known.

A few months ago a woman stopped one of our
team and reported the case of Tshenolo, age 9
(name changed for child protection) who was
locked in his home while his siblings were at
school. She was frightened to report the matter
because she was afraid the parents of the child
would kill her, but as with all cases reported to
the TPM, her details were handled with strict
confidentiality. According to her the child had
been moved by social workers to live with his
grandmother due to serious abuse and neglect
in the family home;  after two years the parents
negotiated with the grandmother to take the
child back.  However, the situation soon
became worse than before and Tshenolo   was
trapped  again,  in  an abusive   home  with  no

access to school.

It was extremely difficult to contact the child
without making his life at home more
dangerous than it already was. Tshenolo was
too afraid to open the door and would not
speak to anyone, so the TPM team involved the
police, social workers and the Child Protection
Unit. After many meetings and consultations
between social workers and the family, the
Mentor of the After School Care Hub enrolled
Tshenolo at school at the end of 2014. He
started school in January 2015, and is already
one of the best pupils and a star on the cricket
pitch!

Tshenolo’s mother has three other children
with her partner who is not Tshenolo’s father.
He had abused the boy, refusing to let him go
to school, but the mother stayed with him as
she did not have identification documents for
herself or a birth certificate for her child, even
though she is South African. The TPM team
helped her to fill in all the necessary application
forms at the department for Home Affairs, and
she now has the documents for herself and the
child, and can apply for a child grant.

Project HOPE UK is pleased to announce its brand new web site,
with a fresh modern design that’s optimised for viewing on mobile
devices. The site has been laid out to make key information easier
to find, with less text and more images showcasing our work. Take
a look at www.projecthopeuk.org and let us know what you think!

The Thoughtful Path Enterprise Hub has been working over
the last two years to create a Community Enterprise Zone in
Munsieville. Businesses operating in the zone will empower
local people through income
generation, allowing them to
take control of their family
economy and break the cycle of
inter-generational poverty.
Using equipment donated by a
local company, members of the
Enterprise Hub have now
produced and sold their first
batch of bricks, after several
trials of the production process.

Building Success


