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CHESHAM YOUTH GROUP
LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY IN
MUNSIEVILLE

Hope Park Children’s Health Campus, Munsieville, South Africa

● Four rundown children’s
playgrounds renovated and
one created from scratch.

● Two children’s health units
improved with unique wall
paintings and signage.

● One shack home fire
extinguished.

● One ‘Children First’ Home
Safety Festival delivered.

● Two township football
matches played and lost!!

● A total of 1,118,000 SA
Rand raised for future work
to support the community.

The team, mostly aged
between 16 and 18, proved
themselves to be extremely
talented, productive and
compassionate, while staying
in basic accommodation and
operating in challenging
circumstances with passion
and creativity. The group left
behind a lasting legacy in the

township and showed the
world how we can all make a
positive difference in the lives
of people less fortunate than
ourselves. Project HOPE UK
and The Thoughtful Path
Charity SA would like to
express their deepest
appreciation to each member
of this amazing team, to their
remarkable leaders and to the
families and churches who
released them for this life-
changing mission.

During a two-week visit in July, the group of 26 young people
from Chesham featured in our March newsletter completed
an impressive programme of garden building and nursery
school refurbishment in Munsieville, including:
● 65 family nutrition gardens installed supporting 360 people.
● Three school nutrition gardens built serving 3250 children.
● Two Early Childhood Development Centres rebuilt.
● Five pre-school centres redecorated with colourful,

educational murals.



The young people from Chesham went on a voyage
that changed them and their world view forever,
at the same time as having a huge impact on three
aspects of the lives of Munsieville children.

NEW SPORTS ARENA FOR MUNSIEVILLE
The children of Munsieville will have a new sports arena next year, thanks to a generous grant from
the UK’s Property Race Day. The Masakhane Arena, to be built next to the Hope Park Children’s
Campus, will consist of a 389 m² children’s multi-purpose sport court and performance area, seating
for approximately 250 spectators and a mobile pavilion with toilets, showers and equipment store.
Building will commence in January 2019, with the official opening scheduled for May.

MALNUTRITION HOME SAFETYEDUCATION
Over the past seven years, we’ve
seen a remarkable improvement in
pre-school education in Munsieville
and have trained over 50 specialist
educators to give young children the
best possible preparation for life-
long learning. Every day, 1,200
children benefit from this service
but, while many of the Early
Childhood Development centres are
located in suitable facilities,
hundreds are still being taught in
sub-standard nurseries.
The Chesham team helped to
improve the worst facilities, leaving
them bright and safe. They added
classrooms, updated outdoor play
equipment, painted colourful
murals and left behind places that
are fit for purpose now.

South Africa is virtually self-
sufficient in food, so it’s a tragedy
that over 24% of children are
malnourished. Malnutrition is one of
the leading causes of child mortality
across the country. Some children
never eat fresh vegetables and for
most, they are an occasional luxury.
The Chesham team joined local
residents to build 65 vegetable
gardens, designed to be drought
resistant and highly productive, at
homes where the children in the
greatest need are growing up. They
also installed gardens at three
schools in Munsieville, providing
fresh vegetables every day for 3250
hungry children.

Before 2014, several children died
or were maimed for life every year
in Munsieville by fires in their
homes, while others died after
ingesting paraffin. But following our
campaign to demonstrate home
safety tips to householders, there
have been no deaths from these
causes in the township.
The Chesham  team organised a
‘Children First‘ Home Safety Festival
to help renew the message to the
community that child safety is in
their hands! They also showed how
important that message is when
they saw a shack on fire and rushed
to help locals trying to put it out
before gas bottles exploded, putting
lives and other homes at risk. The
fire was caused by a candle used for
lighting, showing the importance of
repeating the safety campaign.

ONE TEAM. THREE PROJECTS.
HUNDREDS OF CHANGED LIVES.


